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Annotation. Scientific expeditions organized in different years by the Russian government to the northeast of the 
country needed guiding maps compiled by experienced people, including the son of a boyar Ivan Lviv from Yakutsk. 
In the 1710s, he compiled the first map of Chukotka with the inclusion of the Anadyr prison, two islands and part of 
Alaska, which, not yet explored by anyone, at one time went down in history as the "Land of the Yakut nobleman". 
The genealogy of the serviceman Ivan Lviv begins with Yakut Kisikey Sakhaltin, baptized in Moscow in 1677 un-
der the name of Leonty Lviv and recorded in the title of the son of a boyar. His direct descendant, the official A.Ya. 
Uvarovsky, is known as a writer who wrote the first works of fiction in the Yakut language in 1848. The map compiled 
by the son of Boyar Ivan Leontievich Lviv is now highly regarded as the oldest map in which, for the first time in the 
world, the strait connecting the Arctic and Pacific Oceans, the islands of Diomede (Gvozdev) and part of Alaska were 
designated.
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By the middle of the XVIII century. by the efforts of 
Russian sea voyageurs who sailed in the northeastern 
Pacific Ocean, a number of Aleutian Islands were dis-
covered, the development and study of which became 
an urgent task not only for the Russian government, but 
also for science. The Government, with the involvement 
of the forces and means of the maritime department, de-
cided to send a special expedition to the northern part 
of the Pacific Ocean. The leadership of the expedition 
was entrusted to the experienced "fleet captain of the 
2nd rank" P.K. Krenitsyn. The decree on the direction of 
the expedition for the inventory of the Aleutian Islands 
and the exploration of Alaska was signed by Catherine 
II on May 4, 1764 [1, p.34]

In Tobolsk, P.K. Krenitsyn was presented with two 
maps drawn up by merchant P. Shishkin and a serving 
man I. Lviv. A merchant man from the city of Totma, 
P. Shishkin, was a participant in the voyage on the boat
"Saint Julian" to the Aleutian Islands in 1758-1762. (in
the list of "companions" of the bot "St. Julian, compiled
by the Cossack Savin Ponomarev, he does not appear -

P.P.) [2, p.64]. After returning to Nizhnekamchatsk in
1762, Shishkin, according to the compilers of the col-
lection of documents "Russian expeditions to study
the North Pacific Ocean in the second half of the XVI-
II century.", made a map of the islands of Umnak and
Unalaska. The map was sent to Tobolsk, where, on the
instructions of the Governor-General D.I. Chicherin, it
was corrected and sent along with the report to St. Pe-
tersburg. The map, which does not have a degree grid,
shows Kamchatka, the Chukchi Peninsula, the Com-
mander and Aleutian Islands. The so-called "Land of the
Yakut Nobleman" is located between the Chukchi Pen-
insula and America. P. Shishkin's map is one of the first
maps not only of Aleut.

The material for the "correction" of P. Shishkin's map 
could be another map, but already compiled much ear-
lier, belonging to Ivan Lviv, who for some reason was 
elevated to the rank of a Yakut nobleman in Tobolsk. 
Probably, there were several copies of the map of I. Lviv. 
It is known that in 1736 I. Lviv in Yakutsk handed over 
his map to the participant of the Second Kamchatka ex-

SIBERIAN RESEARCH | 2 (6) | 2021



35

YAKUT SON BOYAR LVOV

pedition, historian G.F. Miller. It is possible that there 
was another map of Lviv in Tobolsk. When correcting 
Shishkin's map, an image of North America could be 
transferred to it from the map of Lviv under the name 
"Land of the Yakut Nobleman". According to A.V. Efi-
mov, on P. Shishkin's map, "America is perhaps the only 
time designated as the "Land of the Yakut nobleman" [3, 
p.104].

The map of I. Lviv, as well as the map of P. Shish-
kin, does not have a degree grid and scale, and is ori-
ented north down. It depicts the Anadyr nose (Chuk-
chi Peninsula), two islands (Diomede) and beyond the 
strait - a part of the land not limited from the north, on 
which there is: "The land is Large, and people live on 
it in Chukotka called kigin elyat. The language [about] 
themselves and the parks are worn by sables and foxes; 
and foxes and deer, and every beast, sables and foxes and 
deer are. And their yurts are in the ground; and the battle 
is luchnaya, and the forest on it is pine and leaf, spruce 
and birch, and they have a prison" [3, p.103]. Unlike oth-
er maps, the serviceman I. Lviv makes explanations in 
his map that shed light on the knowledge of new peoples 
who lived on the northern sides of the continents.

Many believe that this map is one of the oldest maps 
on which, based on specific data, the Bering Strait is 
plotted and information about North America is report-
ed.

Researchers define the date of compilation by the 
"Yakut nobleman" I. Lviv of the map of the northeast-
ern tip of Asia and the supposed land of America in 
different ways. A.V. Efimov considers him the clerk of 
the Anadyr prison, who served there in 1710-1714 [3, 
p. 102]. In 1736, I. Lviv was in Yakutsk and handed over 
the map he had compiled to G.F. Miller [2, p.352]. In the 
Great Biographical Encyclopedia, I. Lviv is listed as a Ya-
kut nobleman who compiled a map of the northeastern 
mountain range on the Siberian mainland with a Chuk-
chi Nose around 1726. On this occasion, the cape lying 
to the south of it was called the Cape of Lviv [4].

In the book "The Way to the Mainland" S.N. Mark-
ov writes the following: "There was also a "Yakut noble-
man" or the son of a boyar Ivan Lviv, who lived at one 
time in the Anadyr prison. When he was still a clerk in a 
prison at the mouth of the Yana, a sovereign decree was 
sent to him, so that Ivan Lviv with great diligence visit-
ed the islands opposite the mouth of the Yana, Kolyma 
and Kamchatka land. Having collected the stories of ex-
plorers, having seen Peter Popov in the Anadyr prison, 
the Yakut nobleman set about composing a map, which 
he apparently compiled in 1711-1714. He already knew 
about the "Big Land" [5, pp.16-17; 6]. 

The information about Ivan Lviv given by S.N. Mark-
ov significantly complements the sparse information 
about him as the first compiler of the northern part of the 
American continent. Firstly, his name becomes known; 
secondly, he was not a clerk of the Anadyr prison; third-
ly, I. Lviv served as a clerk in a prison at the mouth of the 
Yana, and then, perhaps, in the Nizhnekolymsky prison; 
fourthly, he belonged to the wealthy stratum of "boyar 
children", who usually represented the top of the mili-
tary population of Yakutsk. The information about Ivan 
Lviv given by S.N. Markov significantly complements 
the sparse information about him as the first compiler 
of the northern part of the American continent. Firstly, 
his name becomes known; secondly, he was not a clerk 
of the Anadyr prison; thirdly, I. Lviv served as a clerk in 
a prison at the mouth of the Yana, and then, perhaps, in 
the Nizhnekolymsky prison; fourthly, he belonged to the 
wealthy stratum of "boyar children", who usually repre-
sented the top of the military population of Yakutsk.

Until 1731, the entire Okhotsk coast and Kamchat-
ka were part of the Yakut administrative unit and, thus, 
from Yakutsk, which was at that time the administrative 
center of the entire northeast Asia, representatives of the 
administration were sent to all settlements to manage 
and collect yasak from the peoples who inhabited these 
areas. Upon arrival in Yakutsk, around 1714, the son of 
the boyar I. Lviv, according to the established procedure, 
like the rest of the clerks, was obliged to hand over the 
collected yasak in the form of soft junk, as well as a map 
compiled by him, which was redirected further to St. Pe-
tersburg.

These maps of Ivan Lviv were used by cartographer 
I.B. Gomann, who, at the direction of Peter I, printed in 
his atlas a map of Kamchatka and Alaska on the same 
sheet with a map of the Caspian Sea. In 1716, Homann 
published his "masterpiece", as it is sometimes called, 
"Grosser Atlas über die ganze Welt" (A Large atlas of the 
whole world) with 126 pages. Among others, it contains 
a map compiled by him "The newest universal map of 
the entire Russian Empire" [5, pp.16-17; 7]. It was this 
map that Peter I approved as the main document for the 
First Kamchatka expedition [8]. 

Thus, the map, the authorship of which belongs to 
the son of the boyar Ivan Lviv, could have been compiled 
only during the life of Peter I, before 1716, i.e. at the time 
when the Yakut son of the boyar Ivan Lviv served as a 
clerk of the Nizhnekolymsky or Ust-Yansky prisons in 
the 1710s-1714s.

Here a reasonable question arises: who is this Yakut 
nobleman or the son of a boyar Ivan Lviv? 

In 1770, a map of the city of Yakutsk was compiled. 

SIBERIAN RESEARCH | 2 (6) | 2021



36

In it, as an "Explication", a list of the "philistine house 
structure" of the owners, who made up 374 people who 
had households, is given. The number of homeowners 
under the number 198 includes the son of the boyar 
Egor Lviv, whom the first Yakut writer titular adviser 
A.Ya. Uvarovsky considered his grandfather on the ma-
ternal side. The father of Egor Lviv was the son of a bo-
yar Mikhail Lviv, and his father was the notorious son of 
a boyar Ivan Lviv, the compiler of the above-mentioned 
map [9, p.99; 10, p.21]. Back in the XVII century. the 
tsarist government issued letters of assignment to Yakut 
"lutchim people" the title of boyar's children. Yakut toy-

on Kisikey Sakhaltin was baptized in February 1677 in 
Moscow, received the name of Leonty Lviv, was granted 
a royal charter to the children of boyars. He died in Ya-
kutsk in 1706. The title of son of a boyar passed to his 
son Ivan Lviv, who in 1744, together with Yakut Ivan Se-
menov, was included in the Register of Yakut nobles and 
boyar children [11, pp.39-40; 12].

The map compiled by the son of Boyar Ivan Leontiev-
ich Lviv, together with P. Shishkin's map, was published 
and became the property of science [13, p.149, 150]. It is, 
admittedly, one of the oldest maps in which the Bering 
Strait and part of North America were first mapped.
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